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From a certain Loyaliſt in the Burning Buſh, to the 
Son of David, alias Mr. Davipson, No. 7, 
Poſtern Row, ſecured by a Wall, though in 

view of the Ditch, living near the Tower. 


DEAR SIR, 

WISH grace, mercy, pa peace to be fot 
ever with thee through Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt 
bleſſed God and Saviour. In my way home, 
after you was ſo kind as to accompany me in 


viewing the many curioſities in the Tower, I fell 


to conſidering and ſpiritualizing the various 
things that J had ſeen ; and upon reflection my 
roving fancy took her flight, and at her re- 
turn many things were exhibited on the threſholds 
the concluſion I made is, that your fituation 
is ſomewhat ſingular, and * Phe ſuch 
as few can boaſt of. 

| You live in daily proſpect of the bick tower, 


| Pla, xviil. 2. which the royal pſalmiſt, though 


„„ highly 


8 


SY 


| perſon, wherein there hang a thouſand bucklers, all 
ſhields of mighty men, Cant. iv. 4. Many a good 
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highly favoured of God, was not always indulged 
with. When we are fixed on the high tower the 
world appears as the drop of a bucket, or the 
ſmall duſt of a balance, lighter than vanity and 
leſs than nothing. You know the promiſe is 
that the ſaint ſhall dwell on high—that his place 
of defence ſhall be the munition, of rocks—that 


| bread ſhall be given him and hf! water ſhall be 


ſure—that he ſhall ſee the King in his beauty, 
and behold the land that is very far off. 
The royal armory is within a bewſhot of your 


ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, when engaged in the 
fight of faith, has felt his need of the helmet of 
hope,—the breaſt- plate of righteouſneſs, — the 
ſhield of help, the ſhield of faith, — the girdle 
of truth, —and the ſword of the Spirit, who 


never could ſay, as you can, that they lived all 


the year round cloſe to and in full view of the 
royal armory. 

Nor have you any thing to fear From the horſe 
armory. The horſes, their armour, their for- 
midable riders, and their weapons of war, ftrike 


no terror; they are all fixed, and confined in 
| perpetual jmpriſonment—there is no apprehen- 


ſion of any danger from them; all the terror 
they have cauſed in the land of the living is now 
over. What would thouſands of Chriſtians have 


given to have ſeen the Saracens in the ſame man- 


ner confined when they appeared fo terrible: as 
26 ht Ee” 
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it is written, And the number of the army of 
« the horſemen were two hundred - thouſand 
ce thouſand; And I heard the number of them. 
« And thus I ſaw the horſes in the viſion, and 
« them that fat on them, having breaſt-plates 
ce of fire, and of jacinct, and brimſtone ; and the 
« heads of the horſes were as the heads of lyons, 
« and out of their mouths iſſued fire, ſmoke, 
,« and brimſtone. By theſe three was the third 
« part of men killed,” Rev. ix. 16—18. Thus 


the Tower preſents ſome things in effigy which 


John ſaw in viſion; and the iron breaſt-plates on 
the Saracens troop horſes were lively emblems 
of the ſeared conciences of that troop of locuſts 


who ſpread the doctrines of the Turkiſh alcoran; 
and of the trading ſwarm of Popiſh prieſts, who 


get money for themſelves, and ſouls for the devil, 
by ſelling bulls and pardons. 

Many a young Chriſtian who has had Chriſt 
in him the hope of glory, has been afraid at firſt 
to launch out into the world in a public pro- 
feſnon, ſaying, with the ſluggard, there is a lion 
without, I ball be ſlain in the ſtreets, Prov. xxii. 13. 
whereas you can go every day and fee not only 
the lions, but wolves, bears, tygers, and leo- 
pards, all confined in their dens; yea, you can 
lay on your bed and hear their terrible roar, but 
not one of them can come nigh thy dwelling. 
Highly favoured Daniel, only for calling upon 


his God, was caſt in among them; but as he 


carey cloſe to the lion of the tribe of J udah, 
| A 3 | the 
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the others could do him no miſchief. O what a 
day will that be, when the lion of the bottomleſs pit 
ſhall be as cloſely cooped as thoſe are in the 
Tower. The angel will come down at the time 
appointed, and bring his chain in his hand 
lay hold of that old ſerpent the Devil, and 
bind him a thouſand years, caſt him into the 
pit, and ſet a ſeal upon him, which will make 
the den more ſecure than the ſea] of the king of 
Babylon made that of the lions den, that his 
purpoſe might not be changed concerning Da- 
nie]; or the ſeal of the Jewiſh rabbies on the 
Saviour's ſepulchre, which was intended to baffle 
the force of Omnipotence. 

The Tower-ditch may ſerve to remind thee of 
the very many who by miſſing the way to the 
fireight gate have been directed farther from it by 
blind guides, who have groped for the wall till 
the leader and the led have both fell into the 
ditch together. Two or three perſons have fell 
into the Tower-ditch in thy days; but it is to 
be feared there are many more who daily fall 
into a ditch far worſe and far deeper than that. 
But there is a wail between thee and the ditch, 
though but a very low one—which may ſerve to 
remind thee of Zion's ſafety; in that day ſhall 
this ſong be ſung, We have a ſtrong city, ſalva- 

tion will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. 

Souls encompaſſed with theſe are well ſecured 
from the ditch. The wall being ſo very low on 
the hill ſide, and ſo high on the ſide of the 

ditch, 
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ditch, ſerves to ſhew us the ſide on which the 
miſer takes a view of his bags, whoſe wealth is 


his ſtrong city, and as an high wall in bis own con- 


ceit, Prov. Xxviii. 11. ſo the outward Tower wall 
appears to a perſon on the ditch ſide; but was 
he upon Tower-hill it would harldly be ſeen; 


ſo let a worldling be ſtationed on Zion-hill, and 


his wall vaniſhes altogether, and appears leſs 
than nothing. But to ſet a man here is the 


work of him who ſaid to the Publican, This day 


is ſalvation come to this houſe ; upon the proclama- 
tion of which the wall of wealth yielded up the 
fort of the heart, and the root of all evil was no 
longer a bulwark of ſafety. a 

You have a conſiderable number of men ; under 


arms near your dwelling both day and night; 


whereas Zion and her rightful ſovereign have but 
few if any more who keep guard round their 
royal ſtate bed: Behold his bed which is Solomon's ; 
threeſcore valiant men are about it, of the valiant of 
 Jfrael. They all hold ſwords, being expert in war; 
every man hath his ſword upon bis thigh, becauſe of 
fear in the night, Song iii. 7, 8. This guard may 
ſerve to remind thee of the miniſters of the goſ- 
pel, who are to defend the truth, and the church 
of the living God, which is the ground and pil- 


lar of it, with ſuch ſpiritual weapons as the 


Lord's armory furniſhes them with. But thy 


ſure defence is in the God of armies, who is 


both our guardian and our watch; unleſs the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. 


A 4 * 
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If I miſtake not, thy dwelling is between two 
hills; one is called Great and the other Little 
Tower Hill. It is a bleſſed thing to have one's 

dwelling among the hills; that is, to have the 
ancient mountain of ETERNAL ELECTION made 
ſure. behind, and the everlaſting hill of cLoz1- 
FICATION in full view before. It is prophecied 
that the mountains ſhall bring peace to the people, and 
the little bills by righteouſneſs, Pſa. Ixxii. 3. upon 
theſe God has promiſed ſhowers of | bleſſings, 
which make the heart ſoft, and cauſe joy un- 
ſpeakable to ſpring up withinz this crowns a 
goſpel year with goodneſs, while God's paths 
drop fatneſs—they drop upon the paſtures of 
the wilderneſs, and the little bills rejoice on every 
ſide, Pſalm lxv. 11, 12. 

The royal crown may ſerve to remind thee of 
the crown of knowledge with which the prudent 
are crowned; —of the crown of loving kindneſs and 
tender mercies which the believer appears in on 
certain court days;—of the crown of life promiſ- 
ed to the faithful overcomer at his death; —of the 
_ crown of righteouſneſs which is to be worn by kings 
and prieſts when they will appear as faithful 
witneſſes at the day of judgment; — and of the 
mncorruptable crown of glory that is undefiled, and 
that never fades away, reſerved in heaven for 
thoſe who are kept by the mighty power of God 
through faith to ſalvation. He whoſe eyes are as 
a flame of fire, and on whoſe bead are many crowns, 


Rev. xix. 13. will one day or other bring theſe 
forth 
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forth in all their divine luſtre; when the choſen 
fraternity are raiſed up from the duſt, and the beg- 
gars from the dunghill, and made to fit among princes, 
and to inherit the throne of glory. 1 Sam. ii. 8, 
The royal diadem with its numerous gems 
brought to my mind the inconceivable beauty, 
and the ſparkling luſtre of divine majeſty, that 
the ever bleſſed Saviour, the Prince of Peace, 
ſometimes appears in, when he comes to pay his 
addreſſes or love viſits to poor wretched ſin- 
ners, in order to woo and eſpouſe them to him- 
ſelf. In thoſe nuptial days, the Lord of Hoſts is @ 
crown of glory and a diadem of beauty to the reſidue of 
bis people, Ifai. xxviii. 5. Nor will Zion be leſs in 
the eyes of her royal bridegroom when he riſes 
and ſhines with all his glorious majeſty on her; 
ſhe will be a royal diadem in the hand of ber God, and 
be no more termed forſaker or deſolate, but Hephzibab, 
the Lord's delight. Iſai. Ixii. 3, 4. To be bleſſed 
with a ſavory experience of this, and to enjoy the 
Spirit's ſweet influences, are ſummary pledges and 
foretaſtes of what is to come; theſe are the marks 
that ſecure the pRIZE of the high calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus. The ſoul that knows, experiences, 
and-enjoys theſe things, and is perſuaded in his 
own mind (by the Spirit of faith) of the reality of 
them, and of his part and lot in them, may ſay, as 
Job did, My judgment is as a robe and @ diadem. 
Job xxix. 14. | 

The golden ſcepire may remind thee of the ſcep- 


tre of righteouſneſs, by which every faithful ſub- 
| ject 
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ject of the King of Kings is ruled. Victory over 
devils, the world, ſelf, ſin, and death, is the 
bleſſed effect of being under the ſceptre of righ- 
teouſneſs and the dominion of grace. It is true, 


none of theſe adverſaries are deſtroyed in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe; but their deſtroying power is with 


reſpect to the elect, and they will be all beat 
down under our feet in due time. I am an eye 
witneſs that you touched the golden ſceptre once; 
but this is not enough, we muſt appear at court 
daily to renew our friendſhip, and give proof of 
our loyalty. Beware of a ſhyneſs—a diſtance—a 
lukewarmneſs—indulged ſins—contracted guilt 
—an accuſing devil—or, what is worſe than all, 
an acculing conſcience getting between the King 
and thee; theſe things obſcure or bring a cloud 
over the throne of grace, which in time hinders 
prayer from going forth. At the worſt of times, 
and with the worſt of caſes, do as ſome did in 
the days of old, who ſaid, 7 will go in and ſtand 
before the King, and if I periſh J periſh; to whom 
the golden ſceptre was held out, and half the 
| kingdom promiſed ; but Chriſt gives more, for 

the whole kingdom is ours. 
The curtana or blunt ſword of mercy, which is car- 
ried between the two ſwords of juſtice, the ſpi- 
ritual and the temporal, brought to my mind the 
terrible appearance that the Lord makes when he 
firſt comes to the choſen ſinner and wounds him 
with the ſword of the Spirit, which ſeparates 
joints and marrow and diſcovers the receſſes of 
the 
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the heart, infomuch that the poor ſinner thinks 
he is going to deſtruction; whereas the ſword of 
mercy, though it hath got two edges, yet it hath 
no point. The wound or rather bruiſe that the 
Sdviour gives us with this, when he appears as 
conqueror, ſerves to make more work for him as 
a phyſician, I wound and I heal, faith the bleſſ- 
ed Redeemer; the Lord maketh fore and bind- 
eth up; he that girds his ſword upon his thigh as 
the moſt mighty, is anointed to bind up the broken 
hearted and 0 ſet at liberty thoſe that are bruiſed. 
Luke iv. 18. I think this blunt ſword may re. 
preſent that which Moſes ſpeaks of; Happy art 
thou O Iſrael; who 15 like unto thee, O people ſaved by 
the Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who is the $woRD 
OF THINE EXCELLENCY, Deut. xxxiii. 29. An ex- 
cellent ſword this, there is none like it; the 

wounds we receive from this are excellent, noble, 
divine, and durable; God grant they never may 
be healed while we live in the world, ſeeing a 
broken ſpirit is an acceptable ſacrifice; under 
every wound remember it is the ſword of mercy z 
in mercy it is uſed, and through mercy it will do 
no hurt; mercy has a ſoft hand, a tender heart, 
and compaſſionate bowels; if fatherly ſeverity . 
gives a wound, tender pity applies the balm, It 
may be ſaid of a ſaint in a good ſenſe as it is ſaid 
of the Popiſh beaſt in a bad one; That he received 
& wound by a ſword and did live, for his deadly wound 
was healed; and the whole world will one day 


wonder as much at the ſaint, as it wondered after 
the 
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the beaſt. In ſhort, it will not be terrible to a 
child of God to die of the wounds given by the 
ſword of mercy. This weapon is generally uſed 
where peace is proclaimed ; there is that ſpeaketh 
lik ihe piercing of a ſord, but the tongue of the 
e is heaith, Prov. xii. 18. 
The ivory ſcepire with the dove on the top put me 

in mind of Solomon's ivory throne, which that 
peaceable prince made for himſelf, overlayed with 
z3be beſt gold; the throne bad fix ſteps, and the top of 
the throne was round behind, and there were ſtays on 
either fide of the place on the ſeat, and two lions ſtood 
beſide the ſtays; and twelve lions ſtood there on the one 
fide and one the other upon the fix ſteps; there was not 

the like made in any kingdom. 1 Kings x. 18—20, 
This throne beautifully typified the throne of 
grace; the light colour may ſhew the Saviour's 

holy and merciful proceedings with his own peo- 
ple; the two lions at the foot of the throne, the” \ , 
one repreſenting the terrible majeſty offdeity— 5 


E* tbe lion hath roared who will not fear, God bath 
2 Spoken who can but prophecy ? the other the majeſty 
il Wd N of his riſen, exalted, and glorified wy, he 
q A being the Hon of the tribe of Judab. The'fix ſteps 
1 may prefigure the Saviour's way to his throne; 
. | he went to it, iſt. By his deſcent from heaven; 

2dly. By his aſſumption of human nature; gdly. 
By his ſtate of humiliation as a ſervant; 4thly. 
By his obedient deſcent by death into the grave; 
Sthly. By his reſurrection; and 6thly. By his aſ- 
cenſion to heaven, where he is ſat down on the 
5 ä 5 | _ throne 


* 
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throne of majeſty on high. The twelve lions on 


the ſteps of the ivory throne might repreſent not 


only the twelve tribes, who at firſt ſupported So- 


lomon on his throne, but the twelve apoſtles, who 
as prime miniſters of ſtate, and the honourable 
privy council of the great king, appeared bold, 


valiant, and courageous, ſpent all they had, and 
were ſpent themſelves in defending the honour, 


hereditary and meritorious right of their 


” oh royal maſter to the / e of David, and the go- 
/ 


vernment of the houle of Iſrael ; their ſtanding on 
the ſteps may denote their aſcenſion after their 
maſter, and the impoſſibility of any getting to the 
Saviour but by obedience to the doctrines which 
they taught; it may likewiſe denote their — 


fion to be with their Lord, who r 
pear twelve lions indeed, they fit on 9 


thrones judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael. 
ivory ſceptre put me in mind of the ſceptre — 
by the Saviour in glory; he is king of Zion and 


king of glory, king of ſaints and king of angels, 


principalities and powers. The colour of this 


= foe 


ſceptre put me in mind of the bright, the glo-— 


rious, and lovely proceedings of the great king 
among the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 

The dove upon the top, the emblem of peace, ſerved 
to remind me of thoſe peaceable manſions and 
quiet habitations above, where uninterrupted 
peace ſhall be enjoyed, the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and the weary be for ever at reſt, The 


dove brought to my mind the bleſſed Spirit of 


3 CD 5 God, 
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God, which reſts upon every loyal ſubje& of the 
Saviour's ſpiritual kingdom; and on which ac- 
count the church is called by her royal bride- 
groom, My love, my dove, my undefiled ; my dove 
that dwells in the cleft of the rock, Let me bear thy 

voice, ſays the altogether lovely, Let me ſee thy 
countenance ; ſweet is thy voice and thy countenance is 
comely. 


The /lver fountain being empty pus t me in 
mind of the emptineſs of all ſublunary enjoy- 
ments, which at firſt ſight ſeem to promiſe much, 
but afford no more than the fountain did to us, 
that is, the beholding of it with our eyes which are 
never ſatisfied with ſeeing. An empty fountain 
ſeems a contradiction in terms, becauſe it has no 

» ſupply. from itſelf; it ſhould rather be called a 


„into it; but all the tranſient enjoyments of this 
world are in a ciſtern that can hold no water, 
My people, ſaith God, have committed two evils, 
they have forſaken me the fountain of living water 
and hewed out to themſelves ciſterns, broken 
ciſterns that can hold no water, God is a foun- 
tain of living water, from whom through the 

Lamb comes that glorious river, the ſtreams 
whereof make glad the city of God]; ſouls filled 
and fatisfied with this water never thirſt for the 
vanities of this world again; he has got a ſpring 
within him, as wiſdom ſays, a good man is ſatisfied 
from himſelf, chat is, from a knowledge of his own 
| ſafety 


-* ciſtern, becauſe it will. hold water if you pur it 


. 
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ſafety and happineſs, for his very heart is a foun- 
tain, being .partaker of that water that ſprings 
up into everlaſting life; on which account the 
church is called a garden encloſed, a ſpring ſhut up, 
and a fountain ſealed. This ſpring ſhall carry us 
at laſt into that inexhauſtable fountain from 
whence the ſtreams deſcend; then we ſhall be 
abundantly /atisfied with the goodneſs of bis houſe, 
and drink of the river of his pleaſure; for with bim 
is the fountain of life; until which happy and 
bleſſed period we muſt content ourſelves with 
that glorious declaration that heaven has made 
to ZION—ALL MY SPRINGS ARE IN THEE, 

The golden eagle with her expanded wings put 
me in mind of the amazing condeſcenſion and 
tender love of God, which quickens, enflames, 
and bears the church above the world. Moſes 
repreſents this bird as turning over her eggs, that 
they may all get warm alike; as hovering over 
her young, and taking them on her wings and 
mounting up with them, in order to teach them 
how to fly; and then compares it to the tender 
care and love of God to his people: * As an 
ce eagle ſtirreth up her neſt, fluttereth over her 
te young, ſpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh 
te them, beareth them on her wings; ſo the Lord 
ce alone did lead Jacob, and there was no ſtrange 
« God with him: He made him ride on the 
« high places of the earth, Deut. xxxii. 11—13, 

The eagle is a very towering flyer, noted for 


ſcent and quickneſs of ſight; on which account 
| heavenly- 
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heavenly-minded ſouls are compared to her; 
« they ſhall mount up as upon eagles wings, 
«* they ſhall run and not be weary, they hall 
« walk and not faint.” Job ſays the eagle be- 
| bolds afar off; and I am ſure the eye of faith ſees 
farther than all the eagles in the world; the 
antient ſaints ſaw the promiſe at a diſtance; 
Enoch the ſeventh from Adam ſaw the day of 
judgment ; and the- eye of faith will pry into 
heaven itſelf, and ſee the way thither; ſo that 
the eye of faith exceeds the eye of the eagle, for 
that is a path that no fow! knoweth, and which the 
pulture's eye hath never ſeen, It is ſaid of the eagle 
that ſhe can look at the full blaze of the ſun; 
fo can the Chriſtian, when the Sun has looken upon 
him; he can ſee him that is inviſible, and find 
his ſight ſtrengthened inſtead of weakened—it 
_ affords pleaſure inſtead of pain; it ig @ precious 
thing for the eyes to behold the ſun. 
Me were informed that the holy oil is put into 
the golden eagle, and poured out of its beak 
into the golden ſpoon, with which the kings of . 
Great Britain are anointed; that put me in mind 
of the golden pipes, which empty the golden, oil out of 
themſelves, Zech. iv. 12. The candleſtick repre- 
ſents the church; the ow! upon the top of it the 
goſpel of Chriſt preached; the ſeven lamps the 
eyes of the Lord upon it, and his precious ſal- 
vation in it; the ſeven pipes repreſent tried, pu- 
rified, and faithful miniſters, who are miniſters 


of the ſpirit; vo _ anointed with the oil of 
19 
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joy themſelves, anoint others with the ſame oil in 
the name of the Lord, Zech. iv. 2. James v. 14. 
and all this comes from Him who is ſaid to bear 
Jacob as on eagles wings, who was anointed with 
tbe oil of gladneſs above bis fellows. Pl. xlv. 7. that 
he might give us beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, and the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of 
beavineſs, Iſa. Ixi. 3. This anointing makes us 
kings and prieſts unto God. This oil makes 
the countenance of a faint to ſhine; it keeps the 
lamp of his ſalvation burning with love, light, 
and zeal, ſo that it goeth not out by night, 
nor even at midnight; © the light of the righ- 
teous rejoiceth, when the lamp of the wicked is 
put out.” There is a zreaſure to be deſired, ſaith 
the wiſe man, and it is oil in the dwelling of the 
wiſe; which will certainly be fulfilled when the 
fooliſh virgins will ſay to the wiſe, Give us of 
your oil, for our lamps are gone out. This oil 
is no leſs than the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of all 
grace. Jeſus was anointed with the Holy Ghoſt. 
The ſoul that has got this bleſſing ſhall find all 
things work for his good; “ let the righteous 
{mite him, it ſhall be a kindneſs ; let him reprove 

him, it ſhall be an excellent oil.” Job was no 
ſtranger to this when he made this doleful and 
lamentable complaint: © O that I were as in 
months paſt, as in the days when God pre- 

« ſerved me; when his candle ſhined upon my | 
head, and when by his light I walked through 


* darkneſs; as I was in the days of my youth, 
WE £ 1 when 
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te when the ſecret of God was upon my taber- 
ce nacle; when the Almighty was yet with me; 
e when my children were about me; when ! 
« waſhed my ſteps with butter, and the rock 
© poured me out rivers of oil,” Job xxix. 2=6, 


The golden ſpoon may ſerve to caution us againſt 
remiſſneſs in duty, coldneſs, flothfulneſs, and 
negligence in the . ways of God, which make 
Chriſtians weak, ſickly, and childiſh in ſpiritual 
things. Spoons are table furniture, generally 
uſed. to feed children; we are commanded to 
grow in grace and knowledge—to be men in 
underſtanding. A ſtunted, weak, rickety child 
is always in the cradle, the chair, the arms, the 
ſwing, the back-ſtring, or the go-cart; they are 
always in danger—never out of harm's way, Paul 
ſpeaks of the Hebrews, who for the time they 
had made a profeſſion ought to have been 
teachers, who needed teaching again—being 
children—needing milk inſtead of meat; he that 
uſeth milk, ſays the apoſtle, is unſkilful in the 
word of righteouſneſs—for he is a babe. Iris 
to our own advantage that we grow in knowledge 
and experience; we are then able to give a 
reaſon of our hope, defend our own teſtimony, 
ſtop the mouth of a gainſayer, and diſcover the 
emptineſs of a fawning hypocrite. It is by trials, 
by watchfulneſs, by diligence, by meditation, 
by reading, by ſpiritual converſation, and by 
prayer, that Chriſtians grow as the vine, revive 4s 


the corn, and flouriſh as the palm tree, Such 
| ſouls 
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ſouls are capable of diſcerning, receiving, and 
digeſting ſtrong and wholeſome doctrines, which 
the apoſtle calls meat. © I have fed you (faith 
de he) with milk, not with meat, for ye were not 
« able ro bear it, nor yet now are ye able; 
« ſtrong meat is for them of full age, who by 
„ reaſon of uſe have their ſenſes exerciſed to 
« diſcern between good and evil.” If my friend 
can bear ſuch food as this, there is another cu- 
riolity that may be conſidered, and that 1s 
The golden ſaltcellar of ſtate, made like the 
ſquare white tower, which is uſed at the king's 
table on the day of coronation. This golden 
ſaltcellar may prefigure a believing heart bleſſed 
with the grace of God, which will preſerve us 
to God's everlaſting kingdom: Have ſalt in your= 
ſelves, ſays the Saviour, and have peace one with 
another, Mark ix. 50. Every ſpiritual ſacrifice 
| ſtands in need of this ſavory article. The ſacri- 
 fices of a broken heart, of prayer, of praiſe, of 
alms-giving, of thankſgiving, yea, and even the 
body which is to be preſented as a living ſacrifice, 
ſtands in need of ſalt: © Every oblation of thy 
* meat-offering ſhalt thou ſeaſon with ſalt; nei- 
* ther ſhalt thou ſuffer the ſalt of the covenant 
e of thy God to be lacking from thy meat- 
e offerings; with all thine offerings thou ſhalt 
e offer ſalt,” Levit. ii. 13. Every ſacrifice ſhall be 
falted with ſalt, Mark ix. 49. The apoſtles and 
Jewiſh diſciples were the ſalt of the land of Ca- 
naan; ye are the ſalt of the earth, Matt. v. 13.— 
2 3 
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and ſo the Jews found it at the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem. When the Chriſtians fled to Pella in 
Caelo Syria, the Jews had loſt all their ſeaſoning, 
and their ſavour, and they became a ſtink in the 
noſtrils of God, and he numbered them to the 
ſword, till they ſtank upon the earth. 


Salt is a preſervative, and of & communica- 
tive nature; ſo divine grace ſaves a man, and 
ſerves to ſeaſon others; without this a man 1s 
nothing; without this he can be of no ſpiritual 
uſe or advantage to others: Let your ſpeech be 
always with grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt, that ye may 
know how ye cught to anſwer every man, Col. iv. 6. 
It is this ſavory article that makes the difference 
berween a real Chriſtian and a hypocrite; the 
latter may learn the language of a Chriſtian, his 
outward deportment, and the form of religion, 
and talk about a good and bad ſpirit, as ſome 
do who know of no other ſpirit than that of 
ſpirituous liquors; but theſe hypocrites cannot 
counterfeit nor defcribe this ſalt; this ſeaſoning 
lies too deep for them, it can only be known by 
experience, and deſcribed by the experienced, 
He that was inſtrumental of making known the 
ſavour of Chriſt's name in every place, and was 
a ſweet ſavour unto God in.them that are ſaved 
and in them that periſh, could ſay, I is meet for 
me to think this of you all—that ye are all partakers of 
my grace, Phil. i. 7. A wolf in ſheep's clothing 
may preach, converſe, or write, but he cannot 


ſeaſon ; hypocrites may be pleaſed and charmed 
DT with 
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with words, for they don't know but what the 
kingdom of God is in word; we know that alt 
is good, but with them it hath loſt its ſavour; they 
have no reliſh for it, therefore how ſhall they be 
ſeaſoned with it? Luke xiv. 34. The true Chriſ- 
tian looks more after the power than the ſound ; 
he is more for ſavory meat than muſic: Can that 
which is unſavory be eaten without ſalt, ſays Job, or 
is there any taſte in the white of an egg? How forci- 
Ile are right words, but what doth your arguing re- 
prove, Job vi. 6, 25. 

The golden bracelets brought to my mind the 
ſpiritual ornaments of the Jewiſh church in her 
proſperity; *I decked thee alſo with ornaments, 
« and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a 
« chain on thy neck; I put jewels on thy fore- 
ce head, and ear-rings in thine ears, and a beau- 
« tiful crown on thy head,” Ezek. xvi. 11, 12. 
The beſt royal rohe that ever Zion put on is the 
imputed righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt ;, the next to that 
is the garment of ſalvation; and under both theſe 
the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, in the fight 
of God of great price, The fineſt and moſt deli- 
cate hand is the hand of faith, by which the ſoul 
lays hold on eternal life; by this the King of Heaven 
was held in the galleries, Cant. vii. 5. with this 
the princeſs royal held her adorable lover: I held 
bim faſt, I would not let him go, until I had brought 
bim into my mother's houſe and into the chamber of her 
that conceived me, Song iii. 4. where the marriage 
treaty was ſettled—My beloved is mine and I am 
82 I. 
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his. The beſt ſpiritual bracelet that I know of, is 
the bond of everlaſting love; this is the bond of 
union and the bond of all perfection, and is a ring 
for the finger. Luke xv. 22. a chain for the neck. 
Cant. iv. 9. and a bracelet for the wriſt, Ezek. xvi, 


11. it is a ſure, a ſatisfactory and an everlaſting 


token; it is the main tie of eternal wedlock, and 


the root of all the joys that attend it either in this 


world or in that which is to come. The hand of 
faith, however delicate in the eyes of ſome, is 


nothing without this ornament, 1 Cor. xiii. 2. 


Faith worketh by love. This ornament makes the 
ſpouſe appear an honour to her huſband and an 
honourable manager of her houſhold (her chil- 
dren riſe up and call her bleſſed). Faith worketh 
by love, and love is an helpmate to faith; Cha- 
rity believeth all things; with this working hand 
the ſpouſe maketh fine linen and ſelleth it, and de- 
livers girdles of truth to ſpiritual merchants ; flrength 
and honour are ber clothing, and ſhe ſpall Tegoice in lime 
to come. Prov. xxxi. 24, 25. 

The golden Jpurs worn at the coronation may 
ſerve to caution us againſt ſlothfulneſs; we are 
commanded to run the race ſet before us, not to 
turn to the right hand or the left, not to look 
back or tarry in all the plain; Chriſtians are not 
compared to elephants or camels, bur to horſes, 
harts, hinds, and roes; creatures that are ſwift 
a · foot. The ſpurs brought to my mind the cutting 
reproofs and rebukes that the lively and truly 


gracious chriſtian ſometimes _ to the fluggiſh, 
careleſs, 
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careleſs, and remiſs profeſſor. Solomon ſays, 4 
reproof entereth more into a wiſe man than an hundred 
 frripes into a fool, Prov. xvil. 10. A bright, ſhin- 
ing, diligent chriſtian 1s a living reproof to the 
wicked, and a golden ſpur to a ſluggiſh profeſſor. 
Nothing is more mortifying to a heavy jib borſe 
than a good roweled ſpur; you know the flock of 
ihe houſe of Judah, that the Lord of hoſts viſited, are 
called his goodly horſe in the battles Zach. x. 3. and 
troop horſes are ſeldom ridden without a provok- 
ing ſpur; Paul ſpeaks of the liberal Corinthians, of 
whom be boaſted to them of Macedonia, that ſome in 
Achaia were ready a year ago, and that their zeal had 
provoked very many. 2 Cor. ix. 2. 

The moſt diſagreeable ſight to me in all the 
Tower was what they call, the /chool of apes. This 
apiſh academy, without a teacher, put me in mind 
of a band of hypocritical profeſſors, who think to 
bribe heaven with a counterfeit ſhew, and to paſs 
diſguiſed in ſheep's clothing, though they are 
without Chriſt in the world. Eliphaz ſays, The 
congregation of hypocrites ſhall be deſolate, and fire 
Hall conſume the Tabernacles of bribery. Job xv. 34. 
That very large ape that ſat at the left hand corner 
as we entered the room, which took the other lit- 
tle ones into its hands, put them between its 
hinder legs, warmed them by the fire, hugged 
them in its arms, while all the little ones ſat in 
awe with their eyes fixed, obſerving nothing but 
the motions of him, had a very ſtrange appear- 
ance. This lord paramount, which ſat as a father 
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of the family, put me in mind of the devil's 
fondling and making ſport of thoſe of his own 


_ houſehold, which the Saviour calls the ſynagogue 


of Satan. Rev. ii. 9. Chriſt ſays that mammon is 


the maſter of thoſe mimickers of religion, who 


draw near to God with their mouth while their hearts 
are far from him; yea, he calls the devil the fa- 
ther of hypocrites ;. Woe unto you ſcribes, phariſees, 


| bypocrites, Luke xi. 44. Ye are of your father the 


devil, and the luſts of your father ye will do. John 
viii. 44. Apes are noted for mimickry and ac- 
tivity ; I have ſeen ſome of them mount over and 
tumble like a mountebank on a ſtage ; you know 
the word hypocrite ſignifies a mountebank or ſtage 
player in ſcripture, who generally appears in the 
character of another inſtead of his own, as an 
hypocrite does in the character of a faint ; hence 
the Saviour's caution, Beware of falſe prophets, 
which come to you in ſheeps clothing, but inwardly they 


are ravening wolves. Matt. vii. 15. I conſidered 


the ſchool of apes as lively emblems of Job's 
congregation of . on the following ac- 
counts. 
iſt. They come the nigheſt to the human ſpe- 
cies of any of the brute creation; and of all the 
religious orders among men there is none come 
fo near the net creation, or to ſouls created anew 
in Chrift Feſus as a varniſhed hypocrite, who has 
Jaid by his written form of religion and coun- 
terfeits a ſpiritual worſhipper. | 


Sn . 


ö Tower of London. 5 25 


2dly. The uſe that the ape makes of its fore 


paws, which are ſo much like the human hands, 


diſplays the dexterity of the hypocrite, who can 
' weave the ſpider's web of ſelf-righteouſneſs, and 
| hatch the cockatrice egg of ſerpentine miſchief. 
Iſai. Ixix. 5. even in the church of God. Hence 
wiidom compares the hypocrite to that ſubtle 
weaver; and there is a kind of apes called the 
ſpider ape; The ſpider taketh hold with her hands 


and is in king's palaces. Prov. xxx. 28. and like 


the ſpider, the hypocrite generally entangles him- 
ſelf in his own web; hence Bildad declares the 
bypocrite's hope ſhall periſh, that his hope ſhall be cut 
off, and his truſs * be in a ſpider's Meb. * viii. 
13, 14. 

3dly. The N of the ape which tries to 
imitate every thing that it ſees a perſon do; ſo 


the hypocrite imitates the ſaint. Does the chriſ- 
tian enforce ſpiritual holineſs? the hypocrite does 
the ſame; but to what purpoſe ? if a man was to 


enforce obedience to the third commandment all 


the year round to me, yet if himſelf lived in blaſ- 


phemy, I ſhould hate him-and lightly eſteem his 
doctrine, as it appeared to have no influence on 
himſelf. It is common for hypocrites to make a 
great outcry againſt the grace of God, and cry 


up the holy law as the only rule of life, while any 


diſcerning eye may ſee they privately hate and 
ſeek to injure the cauſe of God; would ſooner 
offend his ſervants and worſhippers, than ſpend one 
hour to reform the vile. This ſhews their en- 

| mity 
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mity againſt God, the pleaſure they take in the 
triumphs they give the Philiſtines; beſides, pre- 
cepts enforced by people abandoned to wicked- 
neſs, who live on, cohabit with, and ſtand as 
pimps for private drunkards, what can be ex- 
pected from them? whenitis evident they aredel- 
titute of the grace of God, nurſes for hypocrites, 
making a gain of godlineſs, living like drone bees 
on the hive of the induſtrious, and eat the bread 
of idleneſs. Reproofs or inſtructions given by 
ſuch awful characters only harden rebels in their 
| ins, and can have no more weight on a ſerious 
perſon than the rebukes of Judas (whoin the Sa- 
viour calls a devil) had, when he rebuked the 
Saviour and Mary about the waſte of ointment ; 
no ſaint under the dominion of grace and in 
union with Chriſt can ever flight the power of the 
Spirit, by giving heed to an abuſed precept in 
the mouth of a palpable impoſtor. We know 
the grace of God teaches the ſaint to have reſpect 
to all the commandments, the fourth as well as 
the reſt; a precept in the mouth of a rebel is 
like a parable in the mouth of a fool. Six days 
falt thou labour and do all thy work. Exod. xx. 9, 
Fam will not work neither ſhall he eat, 2 Theſſ. iii. 
10. If any provide not for bis own, and eſpecially 
for thoſe of his own houſe, he hath denied the faith and 
ig worſe than an infidel. 1 Tim. v. 8. they are to 
Rudy to be quiet, to do their own buſineſs, and work 
with their own hands. 1 Theſl. iv. 11. If the hy- 
pocrite 
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pocrite denies the faith, how can he keep his cre- 
dit up but by making a noiſe about the law? for 
it is the talker and the bearer of the law that is juſ 
| !ified by him, not the doer. Rom. ii. 13. for he is 

an Antinomian. 

4thly. The knowledge that theſe creatures 
ſeem to have of the diffcrbnd ſexes of the human 
ſpecies has ſomething very ſhocking and diſguſt- 
ful in it, They are creatures noted for craftineſs, 
always in miſchief, ſtealing things and hiding 
them, and the ſeeming pleaſure that they take in 
doing it, is emblemarical enough of the lechery 
and treachery of hypocrites ; witneſs the council 
of that arch monſter, that ſworn enemy to God's 
Iſrael, namely Balaam, as it is written; and 
Moſes ſaid, Have ye ſaved all the women alive? Be- 
hold, theſe cauſed the children of Iſrael, through 
the council of Balaam, to commit a treſpals 
againſt the Lord in the matter of Peor, Numb. 
xxxi. 15, 16. Thus the devil got his end, through 
the inſtrumentality of wretched Balaam, which 
ended in the deſtruction of the women of Moab as 
well as the men of Iſrae]. The effects of Balaam's 
council may be gathered from the following paſ- 
ſage; And Iſrael abode in Shittem, and the peo- 
ple began to commit whoredom with the daugh- 
ters of Moab. And they called the people to 
the ſacrifices of their gods; and the people did 
eat and bowed down to their gods. And Iſrael _ 
Joined himſelf to Baalpeor ; and the anger of the 


Lord was kindled againſt Iſrael. TOO: xxv. 1-3. 
This 
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This old leaven lurked at the root of the Nicola- 
tians, who taught community of wives, which 
the Saviour complains of to the angel of the 
church of Pergamus; Thou haſt them there that 
Bold the dofirine of Balaam, who taught Balack 10 
caſt a ſtumbling bl:ck before the children of Iſrael ; fo 
haſt thou alſo them that hold the dofirine of the Nico- 
latians, which thing J hate. Rev. ii. 14, 15. We 
know there is no eſcaping the pollutions that are 
in the world through luſt, but by the almighty 
power and ſovereign grace of God; it is true, 
there is a NATION PURE IN THEIR OWN EYES, but 
they are not ſo in God's eyes till waſhed from 
their filthineſs. The cunning, artful craftineſs, 
the pilfering tricks, and the pleaſure that the ape 
takes in doing miſchief, brought to my mind the 
ſubtile proceedings of thoſe profeſſors which Jude 
compares to zatural brute | beaſts, made to be taken 
ana deſtroyed, who ſpeak evil of the things that they 
underſtand not. Jude x. They are ſaid to walk in 
craftineſs and handle the word of God deceit- 
fully. 2 Cor. iv. 2. Some of this ſtamp came to 
betray the Saviour, but he could .penetrate into 
their craftineſs. Luke xx. 23. The pleaſure thoſe 
falſe profeſſors take in doing miſchief to the cauſe, 
to the reputation, and uſefulneſs of the ſaints, by 
giving offence to them, by ſtaggering the weak, 
by tripping up the heels of the ſecker, by 
ſtrengthening the hands of evil doers, by em- 
boldening the preſumptuous, fortifying the erro- 


neous, and furniſhing fie contemptuous with ar- 
guments 
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guments againſt the children of God. Some in 
Paul's days pretended to love the ſame Saviour, 
preach the ſame doctrine that Paul did, and yet 
averred that he ſaid, let us do evil that good may come. 
The deſcription wiſdom gives of theſe is, they 
are ſaid to fit at the doors, to call paſſengers who 
go right on their way, to be loud and clamorous, 
to watch for the ſaint's halting, to rejoice when 
their feet ſlip, to wait for iniquity, and never to 
reſt at quiet unleſs they have prejudiced or 
ſtumbled ſome one or other, They fleep not unleſs 


they have done miſchief, and their ſleep is taken away 


unleſs they have cauſed ſome to fall, Prov. iv. 16. 
| The brutal fondneſs of theſe apes brought to 
my mind the way in which an hypocrite deceives 
and plunders a ſimple believer; there is hardly 
a ſincere ſoul that. I know but in his infant 
ſtate of grace has fell a prey to theſe. When they 
have a mind to pick your pocket or make a gain of 
you, they generally take a glaſs or two of rum, 
brandy, or good old Geneva, and the operation 
of that, ſets all the bowels of candour to work; 
then they will pour you out a whole gill of tears; 
Joel well underſtood their way, Awake ye drunkards, - 
bowl ye drinkers of wine, Joel i. g. and fo they will 
until they have got the baubees, and then like the 
ape with the apple, they ſet off (as he does) 
upon the houſe top, chattering and bidding de- 
fiance to all the inhabitants within. Of this ſtamp 
were the multitude that followed che Saviour over 
the ſea of Tiberius for the loaves and fiſhes, whom 
8 he 
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he ſent back, telling them, they muſt eat his 
fleſh and drink his blood, or die for ever. 

An ape is very odious and dangerous to preg- 
nant women; bad effects have been known to have 
been produced from women in ſuch caſes taking 

' Fright at the ſight of an ape, and ſurely nothing 
is more dangerous to a pregnant or fruitful 
church than a profound hypocrite, who hates the 
power of religion and the poſſeſſors of it; by 
their hypocriſy and their errors they have ſome- 
times ſo injured Zion, and even her paſtors alſo, 
that her very offspring have appeared improper 
children, viſibly marked and chattering a wild 
gibberiſn, between Hebrew and Aſhdod, till ſun- 
dry fiery trials have melted their ſpirits, and the 
divine potter has put his hand a ſecond time to 
this work on the Wheels, and turned theſe ill- 
ſhaped veſſels into a better form; for as the clay 
is in the band of the potter ſo are we in his hand, 
and he does with us as tbe potter does with his clay, 
makes us ſuch veſſels as pleaſe him, namely, veſ- 
ſels of honour; and when done, thoſe that erred 
come to underſtanding, and thoſe that murmured learn 
dofirine ; ſo that thoſe marked ones which ſeemed 
to have the face of an ox come to appear with the 
face of a man, Ezek. 1. 10. when the living crea- 
ture appears In the wheels, Ezek. x. 17. 


l obſerved in the ſchool of apes, that notwith- 
| ſanding all their likeneſs to the human ſpecies, 
their cunning, mimicry, and fondneſs, they were 
| all 
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all "aha down to the floor, as not to be truſt- 
ed though in the precin&ts of the Tower; this 
brought to my mind the ſtate of hypocrites, who 
notwithſtanding their likeneſs to real ſaints, their 
cunning by which they deceive, their ſeeming 
fondnefs of thoſe they flatter, they are all bound 
down; the wicked is holden with the cords of his fin, 
ſays Solomon. Some are tied down to I, ſome 
to coveteouſneſs, ſome to envy againſt the ſaints, 
ſome to errors, and ſome to the dram bottle, inſo- 
much that the carbuncles of their face proclaim 
the good ſpirit of candour that ebbs and flows in 
their bowels; the well-known cant of theſe is, 
put ſugar and brandy, but no wormwood nor gall, in 
the miniſtry of the word; all zeal, faithfulneſs, 
reproof, warning, ' caution, and rebukes is father- 
ed upon the ſpirit of the devil, as if Satan was 
divided againſt himſelf. Thoſe who make a gain of 
godlineſs are noted for candour, and thoſe that 
God uſes to bring ſinners to Chriſt are of the 
ſpirit of the devil; ſo it was in the days of old, 
to Simon Magus they had all reſpeft as the great 
power of God. Acts viii. 10. but Chriſt, who de- 
clared that hypocrites could not eſcape the damna- 

tion of hell, they called Beelzebub the prince of devils. 
Theſe - were of an open candid ſpirit; they 
preached one thing and lived another, as Peter 
talks of ſome who promiſed liberty to others while 
themſelves are the ſervants of corruption, We read 
of prophets who propheſied of wine and ſtrong drink. 
Mic. ii, 11, and no doubt but ſuch filled their 
bottles 
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bottles by their pleaſing candied prophecies, till 
they made ſport of them that were prophets of 
the Lord, calling them fools, and ſpiritual men 
mad, or influenced by a bad ſpirit, Hoſ. ix. 7. 
David complains that he' was the ſong of the, 
grunkard, Pla. Ixix. 11. However the hypo- 
crites may get into the church, yet they are in 
bondage under the ſentence of God, as well as 
to their own ſin; hence we read of. ſuch, who 
were of old ordained to this condemnation, Jude 4.— 
Solomon had a navy of ſhips that came once in three 
gears, bringing apes and peacocks, 1 Kings x. 22.— 
but our eternal Solomon has no call to ſend fo 
far for them; he has ſcarcely a palace or a lodge 
in Great Britain where the ſtewards of the houſe- 
hold are not complaining that they are over- 
ſtocked with theſe hairy- ones. | 
I have ſuch an averſion to apes, that I would 
ſooner keep a ſerpent or a ſcorpion i in my houſe 
than one of thoſe creatures; and as a miniſter, 
I would ſooner preach to fifty careleſs unre- 
formed ſinners, who are called ſerpents and 
vipers, than to a thouſand hypocrites, who {it 
under the goſpel for baſe ends, abandon them- 
ſelves to idleneſs, and by walking in craftineſs 
get a livelihood out of ſimple people, or even 
ſtand pimp for drunkards, rather than work with 
their own hands, and with quietneſs eat their 
own bread; theſe are enemies to God, ſtrangers 
to the power of religion, and the experience of 


it on the heart of the righteous. The poor 
| ſeeker, 
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ſeeker, who is ſenſible of his want is of a 


teachable ſpirit—waits . at Wiſdom's gate 
eſteems them that fear the Lord -favours the 


Saviour's righteous cauſe—and longs for the 
_ manifeſtation of pardoning mercy—TI love, pity, 


ahd pray forz but idle, empty hypocrites I 
cannot away with; for their whole ſtudy is to 
prejudice the minds of weaklings, and to injure 
the cauſe of God; with theſe I truſt I ſhall ever 
carry on an offenſive and defenſive war; Chriſt 
came not to ſend peace between us and them, 


but a ſword, therefore it is a juſt and an holy wars 


Perhaps you will anſwer, 


Peace is thy calling, friend, not war ; 

Doth not thy calling and contention jarr ? 
Tis holy war—this makes the wonder ceaſe ; 

The fight of faith becomes a man of peace, 


The traitor's bridge and gate, by which ſome 
rebels came into the Tower to loſe their lives, 


put me in mind of the arch-way by which ſome. 


come into the church; and the traitor's gate that 
leads to the river, ſhews the wide gate by which 
many hypocrites go out, who, as Paul ſays, are 
' drowned in deftruftion and perdition, 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
Let this bridge and gate caution vs againſt the 
diſloyalty and - rebellion of hypocrites; it is 
dreadful to a loyaliſt to be impriſoned (though 
but for a time) by the Great King—bur it 
is a fearful thing to fall into the [revengeful] 


bands of the. living God, Heb. x. 31. We ſaw 
C the 


* 
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the ax by which ſome loſt their heads; but to miſs 
of Chriſt, to loſe the head of the church, is an infinite, 
irreparable, and eternal loſs, The blackeſt cha- 
racter in the Bible (excepting: Satan the prime 
leader of angelic Nnners) is Judas the traitor. 
The pieces of cannon that are mounted around 
the Tower, put me in mind of ſome of our pre- 
ſent Boanergeſes, falſely fo called, who deliver 
every meſſage from ihe mount that burns with fire, 
with blackneſs, darkneſs, and tempeſt, the found of 4 
trumpet, and the voice of words, Heb. xil. 18, 19. 
The prophet Elijah, who travelled ſo far to pay 
his viſit to Horeb, found the ſame earthquake, 
wind, and fire, as Moſes had done, 1 Kings xix. 
 11,—a caution this to every believing ſoul not to 
attempt ſeeking the King of Zion at Sinai or 
Horeb. Moſes put a vail on his face near this 


mount; and Elijah, who was the chariot and 


horſemen of Iſrael, was obliged to wrap bis bead 
in his mantle, when God demanded What doſt thou 
here Elijah? 1 Kings xix. 13. The fiery law is 
to be handled, in order to alarm, rovze, ſhake, 
and awaken the drowſy, careleſs finner; but if 
you batter his ears and entertain his mind with 
nothing but repeated rounds of fiery ſalutations, 
you will ſoon ſear his conſcience as with an hot 
iron, and make his heart cannon and bomb 
proof; and, like Job's horſe when bis neck was 
clothed with thunder, be will paw in the valley; and 
inſtead of being afraid or awed, be will rejoice in 
bis Brength and go forth even to meet the armed 


men, Job xxxix. 19—21. 
1 . | « To 


Jt 
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& To threats the ſtubborn ſinner oft is hard, 
W rapt in his crimes againſt the ſtorm prepar'd ; 
But when the milder beams of mercy play, 
He throws his garb, his cumbrous cloak away, 
Thunder and lightning, heaven's artillery, 
As harbingers before the Almighty fly; 


Theſe but proclaim his ſtile, and diſappear ; 
The ſtiller ſound ſucceeds, and God is there.“ 


The old ſhattered and neglected former, which 
ſtands at the remoteſt part from the gate of en- 
trance, and the lowneſs when compared to the 
white tower, brought to my mind our myſtical 
Babel builders, who, as the Saviour tells us, are 
-intending to build a tower, the top of which is to 
reach heaven; like that which the antient tower- 
ing ſchemers, called by way of deriſion Babel 
builders, began in the plains of Shinar; but the 
Saviour tells us ſuch tower-builders ſer not down 
firſt to count the coſt; and for want of this they 
began to build, as the Babel-builders did, but 
have not wherewith to finiſh; hence the Saviour 
ſays, the beholders began to mock, as the Trinity 
did after Nimrod's architects had produced 
the plan, and got the royal command for the 
execution thereof: * Go to (ſaid the builders), 
ce Jet us make brick and burn them throughly. 
Go to, ſaid they, let us build us a city and a 
« tower, whoſe top may reach unto heaven, and 
© let us make us a name, leſt we be ſcattered 
« abroad upon the face of the earth,“ Gen. xi. 4. 
The Trinity adopts their language: Go to 

;; C 2 85 ec (ſays 
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te (ſays God), let us go down and there confound 


<« their language, that they may not underſtand 


« one another's ſpeech,” Gen. xi. 7. This tower 
was intended to exceed the rainbow, that was 
not ſufficient to ſecure them againſt a ſecond 
deluge; its top was to reach heaven—it was in- 
tended to get them a name, and to prevent their 
being ſcattered; but they left it unfiniſhed; for 
the Trinity had them in deriſion, laughed ar 
their calamity, and mocked when their fear 
came. It is true they got a name, which will 
laſt as long as the world ſtands; it will never be 
forgot ſo long as a falſe prophet or a legal work- 
monger remains in the world; yea, even at the 
day of judgment there will be a confounding of 
the language of ſome builders; but from this 


the believer is ſecured—he is not lo be aſbamed or 
confounded world without end, Iſa. xlv. 17. This 


tower was firſt erected in their imagination no- 


. thing will reſtrain them, ſays God, from that which 
they have 1Macined to do; they were all bent 


upon it, leſt they ſhould be ſcattered abroad; 
but their unanimous precaution againſt ſepara- 


tion was the cauſe of their diſperſion; /o the Lord 
ſcattered them abroad from thence, and they left off to 


build the city, Gen. xi. 8. or, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, 


be ſcattered theſe proud [ ones] in the imagination W 


their hearts. 
The en/ign fiaff upon the T ower reminded me 


of the rod that came out of the flem of eſſe, Iſa. 
„ 4c And this rod of Jeſſe is to ſtand for an 


oa enſign 
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« enſign of the people; to it ſhall the gentiles 
« ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be glorious,” Iſa. xi. 
10. This ſtaff reminded me of union; before 
the ſtandard the troops are ranged and muſtered ; 
and in defence of the Imperial colours they all 
unite as the heart of one man; to the royal 
ſtandard rebels are commanded to repair, as 
ſoon as a proclamation of the royal favour is 
proclaimed, —emblematical this of ſaints uniting 
in one faith, hope, and ſpirit, and of Joſt ſinners 
coming over to him who received gifts for the 
rebellious, that the Lord God might dwell among 
dem, Pſalm Ixviii. 18. 

The flag or banner may ſerve to remind us of 
the banner of everlaſting love which is diſplayed 
over the head of a young recruit when in the 
rendezvous or bangqueting houſe, Song ii. 4. to let 
him know that he muſt engage in the fob! of 
faith as ſoon as the royal bounty is ſpent. 


The mint and the balances, by which the coin 
is tried and adjuſted, brought to my mind the 
many counterfeit religions which paſs as current 
in our days; ſome are ſaid to be impreſſed and 
bear an image that God will deſpiſe, Pla. Ixxiii. 20. 
others to receive the mark of the beaſt, Rev. xiii. 
17. others a countenance that witneſſeth againſt them, 
Iſa. iii. 9. others wear a whore's forehead, Jer. iii. 3. 
but there are ſome who bear the image of the 
heavenly Adam, Rom. viii. 29. 1 Cor. xv. 49. only 
theſe will paſs for ſterling in the great day; all 
muſt be pur into the balances and tried; God 


C2 : will 
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will take no man's word; many commend their 
own candid ſpirit, but God will try them in the 
Balances of the ſanctuary: All the ways of a man 
are clean in bis own eyes, but God weigheth the ſpi- 
rils, Prov. xvi. 2. ſurely men of low degree are 
vanity, and men. of high degree are a lie; to be 
laid in the balances together they are altogether 
lighter than vanity, Pſa. 1x11. 9. In ſhort, all that 
have not Chriſt in tbem the hope of glory, will have 
TEKEL written on them—weighed in the balances 
and found wanting, Daniel v. 27. 

The Spaniſh armory, that contains the inſtru- 
ments of torture and cruelty, the iron collar, 
the iron thumb-ſcrews, the formidable tooth-pick, 
and their ſtrange weapons that were taken from 
the formidable ord; brought to my thoughts 
the views that the children 'of Iſrael had when 
they ſaw the troops, troop-horſes, war-chariots, 
arms, and armour of Pharoah and his hoſt, on 
the ſhore of the Arabian guif, after the King's 
predicted ſucceſs and momentary triumph was 
ended: I twill purſue, I will overtake, I will divide 
the ſpoil, my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them; I will 
draw my ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them, Exod. 
xv. 9. but God blew with his wind, then they Junk 
like lead in the mighty waters, verſe 10, - One blaſt 
of the breath of God's neftrils got the victory; and 
it was but a puff from the ſame almighty Con- 
queror that blaſted this expenſive, deep-laid, 
and well-contrived expedition. The Pope's 


bleſfing and ige were no ſecurity againſt his 
power, 
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power, who rides on the heavens for our help, and in 
bis excellency upon the ſkies, nor is it likely they 
ſhould, ſeeing it is predicted, that the pope him- 
ſelf ſhall be deſtroyed by a blaſt from the ſame 
quarter ; whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit 
of his mouth and deſtroy with the brightneſs of his 

coming. 2 Theſſ. ii. 8. | 
The tower gates being kept ſhut until opened 
by a porter, ſerves to ſhew the way by which ſin- 
ners enter the gates of Zion; it is by the king's 
leave theſe gates are open to any ; if he iſſues out 
a command to the contrary there 1s no entrance, 
The king of Zion does more; he not only grants, 
but gives orders; without his voice there is no 
admiſſion ; to him the porter openeth, and to none 
elſe; without a royal grant there 1s no entering 
_ 4he ſtraight gate or getting within the inner walls 

of Zion; the hypocrite may grope for them or 
go round about Zion, count her towers, mark ber bul- 
warte, and conſider her palaces. Pfalm xlviii. 12, 13. 
and that is all, while the inhabitants of the 
citadel can triumph and ſay, This God is our God 
for ever and ever, and will be our guide even unto 
death. Pſalm xlviii. 14. 

The warders or guardians of the tower, who 
wear the king's livery, ſhew and explain the cu- 
rioſities, detect idle and ill diſpoſed perſons at- 
' tempting to enter, exhibited to my mind the duty 

of a goſpel miniſter when clad with the right- 


 eouſneſs of Chriſt, with the garment of ſalvation, and 
C8” with 
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with the ſpirit of ſanckißcation, whoſe buſineſs it is, 
to ſhew and explain the royal armory, and the 
| peculiar treaſures of the great king; to make all 
men ſee what is the hope of our calling, and to 
. Jeveal and make known the fellowſhip of the my/- 
tery, things which have been hid for many ages 
paſt, but are now brought to light in a glorious 
manner by the goſpel. It is the duty of goſpel 
miniſters to take up ſtrollers, who are backſliding 
and wandering from their reſting place ar out of 
the way of underſtanding ;/ to take them up with 
a a royal warrant, bring them to the bar of con- 
ſcience, appeal to truth againſt their conduct, and 
try them by the laws of Zion; the ancient watch- 
men ſerved the ſpouſe ſo; ihe watchmen that went 
about the city found me. Song 111. 3. She trolled 
until ſhe had loſt ſight of her royal. conſort, pro- 
voked him to jealouſy by her conduct, inſomuch 
as ſhe ſought him but found him not, ſhe called bim 
but he gave her no anſwer. Song v. 6. She was 
gone back to her firſt by/band the lazy, Rom. vii, 
2, 4. and had got the old vail on her face again; 
therefore tne watchmen found ber, they ſmote ber 
with the ſtaff of authority, they wounded her with 
the ſword of the Spirit; the Keepers of the wall took 
away her vail from her, Song v. 7. and brought 
her back with a þ/uſhing face, covered with ſhame 
and confuſion, to her much lighted Lord, from 
whom, without any provocation, ſhe had treacher- 
ouſly eloped. Theſe warders take up idle pil- 
fering perſons; ſo miniſters are to detect hypo- 
Fe. | Frites, 
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crites, who under a maſk of religion, and by 
making a falſe ſhew and an outcry about holineſs, 
deceive the ſimple and live by ſacrilege, by rob- 
bing the church of God, countenancing and 
ſtrengthening the hands of evil doers. The apoſtle 
had no ſmall trouble with theſe; for we bear that 
there are ſome which walk among you diſorderly, work- 
ing not at all, but are buſybodies; now they that are 
ſuch we command, that with quietneſs they work and 
eat their own bread. 2 Theſſ. iii. 11, 12. 


The prophet Ezekiel, that watchman of Iſrael, 
had no ſmall trials from ſacrilegious ladies; 
« Likewiſe thou ſon of man ſer thy face againſt 
ce the daughters of thy people, which propheſy 
« out of their own heart, and propheſy thou 
„ apainſt them; and ſay, thus faith the Lord 
“ God, woe to the women that ſow pillows to all 
« armholes. Will ye pollute me among my peo- 
* ple for handfuls of barley, and for pieces of 
te bread to ſlay the fouls that ſhould not die, and 
ce to ſave the ſouls alive that ſhould not live, by 
« your lying to my people that hear your lies; 
e becauſe with lies ye have made the righteous 
« fad and ſtrengthened the hands of the wicked.“ 
Ezek. xiii. 19—22. The work of theſe up- 
holſterers, was making pillows for the armholes, 
that is, bolſtering up hypocrites, looſe profeſſors, 

and idle perſons; for which wickedneſs, the word, 
or judgments of God often ſmote them, and they 
beginning to ſink under the ſtroke, ran to one of 
* | theſe 
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' theſe ladies of candour, who told them that the | 
man that rebuked them was not a prophet of a 
good ſpirit but quite the reverſe, therefore not to 
be regarded; nothing but candour and ſweetneſs 
could ever come from God, from his word, or 
from his Spirit, and with this pillow, the ſmitten, 
blaſted, withering, and ſinking hypocrite was 
propped up and fortified againſt the ſword of the 
Spirit, and thoſe that handled it; ſo that all re- 
proofs, rebukes, and .ſharpneſs, uſed againſt an 
hypocrite, an idle profeſſor, a buſybody, or a 
blowzy faced drunkard, is the effects of a bad 
ſpirit, and not to be regarded. A miniſter of Chriſt 
is not to ſpeak like the piercing of a ſword, nor to 
-uſe ſharpneſs, leſt they rouſe the ſleepy or diſquiet 
the carnally ſecure profeſſor; nothing but candour 
and ſweetneſs is to be uſed; no zeal for God, no 
diſobedience is to be revenged, no mumping hypo- 
crite is to be diſcovered, nothing but bowels of 
mercy are to be put on by a ſervant of the Lord; 
thus hypocrites are bolſtered up and fortified 
againſt the word of God, until, being often reproved, 
they harden their own neck, and are ſuddenly de- 
ſtroyed, and that without remedy. Prov. xxix. 1. 
This is the buſineſs of theſe propheteſſes, the ob- 
jects of their hatred are the children of God; 
they are ſaid to make the righteous ſad, to deſtroy 
ſouls that ſhould not die, by hardening them 
againſt all conviction ; the end they aimed at was 
a livelihood, it was done for pieces of bread and 


 bandfuls of barley; the name of God was polluted, 
e | the 
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the hands of evil doers ſtrengthened, and the 
' righteous oppoſed, to indulge themſelves in idle- 
neſs, get the name of a propheteſs, and to en- 
ſhrine themſelves in the houſe, pantry, pocket, 
and conſcience of every poor purblind finner that 
received a wound or ftripe from his maker. 

The ſecret watchword put me in mind of the 
witneſs of God's Spirit in the hearts of the faith- 
ful. This 1s one ſecret that is with the righteous, 
none know any thing of this but the armies of the 
Lord of Hoſts; this watchword comes from the 
Captain of our ſalvation, it is whiſpered to the 
heart of every good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, and is 
kept a profound ſecret in the camp of the ſaints ; 
it can never be explained nor divulged by any 
adverſary or hypocrite in the world, neither the 
wicked nor the fool underſtand this. 


The drawbridge, which when drawn up cuts off 
all communication, brought to my mind the Sa- 
viour who is the only way to the Father, by ven- 
| turing on whom, millions have gone ſafely over 
the very verge of the bottomleſs pit, which ftill 
continues to bear all up and ſafely over, who 
come by this new and living way; but the time 
will come when this bridge will be drawn up to 
heaven, the maſter will riſe up and ſhut the door; 
then all communication will be cut off, no more 
grace, mercy, or truth communicated- to men, 
no more communicating troubles to God in 


prayer; the bridge is drawn and the waters of 
wrath 
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wrath ſeparate ; Lord! Lord! open to us, will 
be all in vain at that day. The Lord forgave the 
iniguity of my ſin, ſaith the Plalmiſt. For this ſhall 
every one that is godly pray unto thee, in a time when 
thou mayeſt be found ; ſurely in the floods of great 
<valers mp ſhall not come nigh unto bim. Pſalm 
xxxii. 5, 6. 
The bold attempt of Colonel Blood, who dif- 
guiſed himſelf in the garb of a doctor of divinity, 
with a band, falſe band; a cap with ears, &c. &c, 
in order to get acquainted with the keeper of the 
regalia, who, with his accomplices knocked down 
the keeper with a mallet, ſeized the crown, 
ſceptre, dove, &c. &c. and put them into a wal- 
let in order to carry them off, but was diſcovered 
and ſecured before he could get our of the tower, 
brought ro my mind the daring. and preſump- 
' tuous claim that hardened hypocrites lay to the 
crown of loving kindneſs and render mercy ; who 
come into the church only to ſpy out our liberty, 
miſuſe. the officers, encourage rebels in their 
_ wickedneſs and lead them to deſtruction, They 
cannot endure to ſee the officers of Zion's king 
entruſted with ſuch valuables; they covet the 
office and the honour of it; but they have no 
power from the king, therefore they hate and op- 
poſe the power in others, and palm the devil, that 
actuates them, upon thoſe that oppoſe their hy- 
pocriſy; and by theſe means they ſupport the 
intereſt of Satan and bring thouſands to his 
gloomy regions, June and Fambres, who withftood 
| Moſes, 
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Moſes, 2 Tim. iii. 8. did, by counterfeiting his 
power, render him in the eyes of Pharaoh no 
more than a magician, and the miracles of God, 
which Moſes wrought, were debaſed to a level 
with magic or deviliſh art. This was enough to 
harden the heart of Pharaoh and all his boufß till 
their country was ruined, the fierceneſs of God's 

wrath poured out, evil angels were ſent among them, 
the firſt born of man and beaſt deſtroyed, and 
Pharaoh and all his hoſts overwhelmed in the 
Red Sea. | 


It was four hundred falſe prophets kept in 
idleneſs by Abab that brought him to his deſtruc- 
tion; theſe all ſpoke in the name of the Lord. Je- 
hoſhaphar ſaid unto the king of Iſrael, enguire, I 
pray thee, at the word of the Lord to-day ; then the 
king of Iſrael gathered the prophets together, about 
four hundred, and ſaid, ſhall I go againſt Ramoth- 
gilead to battle, or ſhall I forbear ? and they ſaid, 
Go up, for the Lord ſhall deliver it into the band of 
the king. And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, is there not here 
a prophet of the Lord beſides, that we might en- 
quire of him? And the king of Iſrael ſaid, There 
is yet one man, (Micaiah the ſon of Imlah) by whom 
we may enquire of the Lord; but I hate him, for he 
doth not propheſy good concerning me, but evil; And 
| Jehoſhaphar ſaid, Let not the king ſay ſo. Then 
the king of Iſrael called an officer, and ſaid, Haſ- 
ten hither Micaiah the ſon of Imlah. And the meſ- 


ſenger ſpake unto Micaiah, ſaying, beho!d now, the 
words 


k 
1 
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words of the prophets declare good to the king with ont 
mouth ; there is not a bad ſpirited man among 
them; every one is clothed with bowels of mercy; - 
there is no wormwood, bilterneſs, or gall made uſe 
of; nothing but ſweetneſs and candour drops from 
their lips; let not thy bitter ſpirit blaſt the 
king's ſcheme, nor dare to ſer thy face againſt an 
aſſemblage of four hundred prophets, who pro- 
pebſy good with one conſent; be intreated, lay by 
your ſingularity; I ſpeak as a friend, I know you 


are a prophet of the Lord, but you muſt not pro- 


pheſy againſt theſe good men ; theſe to a man have 
prophefied good ; let thy word, I pray thee, be like the 
word of one of them, and ſpeak that which is o 
1 Kings xxii. 13. And Micaiah ſaid, As he 
Lord liveth, bat tho Lord ſaith unto me, that will 
1 ſpeak. Can this be the Spirit of the Lord? is it 
not the reverſe? So he came to the king, and the 


king ſaid unto him, Miceiah, ſpall we go againſt 


Ramoth-gilead to battle, or all we forbear ? and he 
anſwered him, Go, and proſper, for the Lord ſhall 
deliver it into the hand of the king, Theſe were 
the words verbatim that were delivered by the 


four hundred good prophets. But yet this will 


not do; the king took it as a humorous jeſt, 
and ſaid unto him, How many times ſhall I adjure 
thee that thou tell me nothing but that which is true 
in the name of the Lord? This was intended to re- 
preſent Micaiah as a lying prophet in the eyes of 
Jehoſhaphat, though he had ſpoken nothing but 
the very words which the prophets of candour had 

12 dropped. 
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dropped. And Micaiab ſaid, I ſaw all Tſrael ſcat» 
tered upon the hills as ſbeep that had no ſhepberd ; 

aud the Lord ſaid, thefe have no maſter (their king 
was killed), let them return every man o his houſe 
in peace. And the king of Iſrael ſaid to Jeho- 
ſhaphat, Did I not tell thee that he would propheſy no 
00D concerning me, but Evil? And Micaiah ſaid, 
Hear thou therefore the word of the Lord; I ſaw 
the Lord fitting on his throne and all the hoſts of bea- 
ven ſtanding by bim, on his right hand and on his left, 
And the Lord ſaid, Vo Hall perſuade Abab that 
he may fall at Ramaoth-gilead ? and one ſaid on this 
manner and another on that manner. 


Now we come to the fountain head of candour, 
where all falſe prophets and falſe propheteſſes fill 
their pitchers, to ſupply and entertain the minds 
of a candid public. And there came forth a ſpirit 
and flood before the Lord, and ſaid, I will perſuade 
bim. And the Lord ſaid unto him, wherewith? and 
be ſaid, I will go forth, and I will be a lying ſpirit in 
the month of all his prophets; and he ſaid, thou ſhalt 
perſuade him and prevail alſo, go forth and do ſo. 
This was the ſpirit that clothed them all with 
bowels of mercy, and that filled their hearts with 
that candour and ſtocetneſs which entertained not 
only the king and his nobles, but a candid public 
— large; they were in the ſweeteſt union, una; 

nimous in their predictions, and prophefied coop 
with one MouTH. But Micaiah, with his rancour, 
ſpleen, and bitterneſs, perſiſts in his ſingularity, 

Now 
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Now therefore behold, the Lord hath put a lying ſpirit 
in the mouth cf all theſe thy prophets, and the Lord 
hath ſpoken evil concerning thee, Who could have 
thought that a lying /pirit could be in the mouth 
of four hundred prophets, whoſe mouth propbe- 
fied nothing but good? Here is Micaiah, who is 
ſaid to prophecy nothing but evil, oppoſing four 
hundred prophets, who are ſaid to propheſy good 
with one conſent; now, how is a candid public 
to judge ; why this pudding muſt be proved by its 
ſpending. If the good prophecies are true, the 
victory will be given to Ahab, and if Micaiah's 
evil prophecies be true, then Ahab loſes his life 
and Iſrael is ſcattered, having no maſter ; but as it 
may be ſome time before God decides the point, 
it will be neceſſary to give Micaiah a good 
drubbing, if it is but to caution others. Then 
Ziedetiab the ſon of Cbenaanab went near and ſmote 

Micaiah on the cheek, and ſaid, which way went the 
Spirit of the Lord from me to ſpeak unto thee ? This 
man had got the Spirit of the Lord, according to 
his own account, and he propheſied good to a 
candid public; but as Micaiah did not belong to 
the public he had no part of the candour; all that 
he got was a knock on the head to extort a con- 
feſſion ; Vhich way went the Spirit of the Lord from 
me ? and Micaiah ſaid, behold, thou ſhalt ſee in that 
day, when thou ſhalt go into an inner chamber to hide 
thyſelf. And the king of Iſrael ſaid, take Micaiah, 
and carry him back to Amon the governor of the city, 
and ta Foaſh the king's ſenz and ſay, Thus ſaith the 
| 5 kings 
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king, put this fellow in the priſon, and feed bim with 
bread of affiiftion and with water of affiiftion, until I 
come in peace, If Micaiah has nothing but theſe 
bitter herbs to live on till the king returns in 
peace, he will have a ſtarving and long impriſon- 
ment. But the prophet knew better; F hou re- 
turn at all in peace, the Lord bath not ſpoken by me 
and he ſaid, bearken O people, every one of you; read 
1 Kings 22d chapter. Micaiah ſtuck to his text, 
and the Lord preached the ſermon, the applica- 
tion of which was the death of Ahab, of Jezebel, 
of the royal family, and of all the prophets, who 
bel by the ſword; and ſo they arrived at the eter- 
nal habitations, and in the good company of that 
ſpirit from which all their candour, ſweetneſs, and 
good prophecies came. Thus it often happens that 
men of candour periſh in their ſweetneſs, while thoſe 
that are ſaid to propheſy no good but evil, prolong 
their lives and die in peace; and what ſhall we 
ſay to theſe things? why, if God be for theſe bit- 
ter prophets, who can be againſt them? Thoſe 
that propheſied nothing but good to men, pro- 
pheſied nothing but lies, and God was againſt 
them; the other propheſied nothing but evil, 
and yet he propheſied nothing but truth, and 
God was with him: therefore I conclude that it 
is better to propheſy evil by the Spirit of truth 
from God, though falſe prophets ſmite us and a 
candid public condema us, than to propheſy 
good by the ſpirit of lies from the devil, though 


all "Ry world approve and admire the moderation, 
openneſs, 
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openneſs, ſweetneſs, compaſſionate bowels, tender 
| Pity, and candid diſpoſition of the prophet ; it is 
not what men call good, for they ſometimes call 
evil good, Iſa. v. 20, but what God calls iruth, that 
muſi make people free. 
The river Thames, which is of ineſtimable 
worth to this metropolis, being compoſed of 
the Thame, the Iſis, Rickmanſworth, the 
River Mole, &c. &c. may remind thee of that 
river the ſtreams whereof make glad the city of God, 
Pſa. xlvi. 4. You may embark at the Tower 
and fail to the Nore, to the Downs, and into the 
Engliſh channel, and ſo round the world, if you 
keep a proper diſtance from the poles; nor will 
you feel much want of either light or heat if you 
keep under the torrid or temperate zone. So. 
every veſſel of mercy that embarks in the river 
| of the waters of life ſhall make a glorious and 
eternal voyage; he ſhall fail in his God, and end 
in an eternity of pleaſure that knows neither 
bottom nor ſhore; the river of regeneration (but 
no other) leads to this: © There the glorious 
« Lord will be to us a place of broad rivers and 
ce ſtreams; wherein ſhall go no-galley with oars, 
ce neither ſhall gallant ſhips paſs thereby; then 
ce is the prey of a great ſpoil divided, the lame 
« take the prey; and the inhabitants ſhall-not 
te ſay I am ſick; the people that dwell therein 
“ ſhall be forgiven. their MINT Ja, x xxxiii. 
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* 


This 
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This is the glorious end we have in view; poſ- 
ſeſſed by our covenant head and repreſentative, 
who in our nature, name, and perſons has taken 
poſſeſſion, and appears in the preſence of God 
for us, who are kept by almighty power through 
faith to the ſame. It is ſecured by promiſe, by 
oath, by covenant, by the blood of the teſtator, 
by the broad ſeal of heaven, and. by the omni- 
potence and faithfulneſs- of divine, immutable, 
and infinite veracity ; the firſt fruits are gathered 
by the hand of faith, and are a2, ſatisfactory 
earneſt or ſweet foretaſte to the expectation of 
hope ; we are predeſtinated and called, and ſhall . 
therefore be glorified; we are ranſomed, and 
ſhall return with ſongs and everlaſting joy vpon 
our head, 1/a. xxxv. 10; we are enabled to be- 
lieve, and ſhall not be ed nor confounded 
world without end; we are loved with an ever-. 
laſting love, Jer. xxxi. 3. partakers of everlaſting 
life, John vi. 47. clothed with an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 24. ſaved in the Lord with 
an everlaſting ſalvation, Iſa. xlv. 7. we ſhine in 
everlaſting light, Iſaiah Ix. 19. are heirs of an 
eternal inheritance, Heb. ix. 15. and ſhall poſſeſs 
an everlaſting kingdom, Pla. cxlv. 13. O what has 
grace done for us; we are wooed and eſpouſed, 
and ſhall therefore be wedded and enjoyed; we 
ſhall bear the image and likeneſs of our royal 
head—poſſeſs a manſion of his own preparing 
and be no leſs than heirs of God and joint heirs 
with the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
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This world is our furnace, the angels are our 


guard, regeneration is our road, Chriſt is our 
end, and kedven our home. 5 


1 hope thou wilt not be offended. at this public 
preſent. | I know alms ought to be given in 
fecret, but as thou art (through grace) a par- 
taker of the promiſe, it is rather a preſent than 


an alms. You know I muſt be employed about 


fomething ; I hate idleneſs; I would ſooner be 


what Elijah was—a zealous faithful troubler of 


Iſrael, than a candid ſluggard, who will not lift 


his hand to his mouth. You would inſiſt, upon 


treating me with a fight of the curioſities of the 
Tower, and as a recompence I have ſent you the 
few ſpoils that I pilfered and pocketed from 


thence: one good turn deſerves another; I have 


preſented to your view what you deſired ſhould 
be preſented to mine; and in order to pull down 
the price of ſeeing the Tower, the greateſt part of 
its curioſities are a exhibited to a candid public 
at ſo ſmall a price as one ſixpence—only for the 
ſake of ready money. 


With reſpe& to the ſale of theſe curioſities, 
your aſliduity, vote, intereſt, and recommenda- 


tion is expected. Advertiſements in public 
| newſpapers, bookſellers prefaces, outcries at 


places of public reſort, or the vaporiſh puffs of 
hawking pedlars, appear to me as ſo many indi- 
cations of the craftineſs of the trader, 'and the 
worth- 
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worthleſſneſs of the ſtale commodity; ſtinking 
fiſn require a loud and a lying cry,—they mult be 
turned over in hafte before the cuſtomer's eyes — 
a large price fixed and inſiſted on—a deal of talk 


in riking the bargain is 'required—and an haſty - 


flight, attended with a great noiſe, when the 


commodity is delivered, 7 2 an ave and cry 


ſhould follow. 
I wes very ſorry at the ng of thy ſickneſs; 
am thankful for thy recovery; this ſickneſs has 
not been unto death; all the time we gain by 


trading there is no room for complaint, whether 


we occupy buſineſs in deep waters or ſuffer in 
the furnace of affliction; every confeſſion, peti- 
tion, ſupplication, interceſſion, or tribute of 
praiſe that is offered to God, has its promiſe in 


the word of God, and will turn out to good. 


account ar laſt. Ir is better to live near the 


Tower with a good hope through grace, than to 


have the bounds of our habitation fixed in 
Stationers Court, where there 1s Creed Lane at the 
back, Paterneſter Row é in the face, Ave Maria 
Lane on the right hand, and Amen Corner at the 
left. I would ſooner find the bleſſings of one 
chapter of the Bible in my heart, than have poſe 
ſeſſion of the Chapter Houſe; it is better to have 
Paul's God than to be Dean of &. Paul's Church. 
I would ſooner be bleſſed with a good ſtate of 
health, than have the advice (gratis) of a college 
of phyſicians; a uſeful doctor of divinity is bet- 
3 ter 
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ter than a doctor of phyſic; a man's ſpirit will 
| ſuſtain the infirmities of the body, but a wounded 
ſpirit who can bear? Farewell; excuſe haſte; 
and believe me to be thy willing ſeryant, to ſerve 


thee with ſuch as I have. 


W. HUN TINGTON. 


Dated from the Burning Buſh, 
April 10 10, 1788. 
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